
PART 482—CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION FOR HOSPITALS 
1. The authority citation for Part 482 continues to read 
as follows: 
Authority: Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and 1395(hh)). 
2. Section 482.13 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
(h) to read as follows: 
§482.13 Condition of participation: Patient’s rights. 
* * * * * 
(h) Standard: Patient visitation rights. A hospital 
must have written policies and procedures regarding the 
visitation rights of patients, including those setting forth 
any clinically necessary or reasonable restriction or 
limitation that the hospital may need to place on such rights 
and the reasons for the clinical restriction or limitation. A hospital must meet the 
following requirements: 
(1) Inform each patient (or support person, where 
appropriate) of his or her visitation rights, including any 
clinical restriction or limitation on such rights, when he or she is informed of his or her 
other rights under this section. 
 (2) Inform each patient (or support person, where 
appropriate) of the right, subject to his or her consent, to 
receive the visitors whom he or she designates, including, but 
not limited to, a spouse, a domestic partner (including a 
same-sex domestic partner), another family member, or a 
friend, and his or her right to withdraw or deny such consent 
at any time. 
(3) Not restrict, limit, or otherwise deny visitation 
privileges on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or 
disability. 
(4) Ensure that all visitors enjoy full and equal 
visitation privileges consistent with patient preferences. 
PART 485—CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION: SPECIALIZED PROVIDERS 
3. The authority citation for Part 485 continues to read 
as follows: 
Authority: Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and 1395(hh)). 
4. Section 485.635 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
(f) to read as follows: 
§485.635 Condition of participation: Provision of services. 
* * * * * 
(f) Standard: Patient visitation rights. A CAH must 
have written policies and procedures regarding the visitation 
rights of patients, including those setting forth any 
clinically necessary or reasonable restriction or limitation 



that the CAH may need to place on such rights and the reasons 
for the clinical restriction or limitation. A CAH must meet 
the following requirements: 
(1) Inform each patient (or support person, where 
appropriate) of his or her visitation rights, including any 
clinical restriction or limitation on such rights, in advance 
of furnishing patient care whenever possible. 
(2) Inform each patient (or support person, where 
appropriate) of the right, subject to his or her consent, to 
receive the visitors whom he or she designates, including, but 
not limited to, a spouse, a domestic partner (including a 
same-sex domestic partner), another family member, or a 
friend, and his or her right to withdraw or deny such consent 
at any time. 
(3) Not restrict, limit, or otherwise deny visitation 
privileges on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or 
disability. 
 (4) Ensure that all visitors enjoy full and equal 
visitation privileges consistent with patient preferences. 
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